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Vanicka Arora .......................................................... pg.7

An Architect from Sushant School of Art and Architecture, Gurgaon with a keen interest

in Conservation.
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Cheenu Bhogal ............................................................. pg.15

Cheenu Bhogal is a great lover of nature. He has devoted himself to art, mostly pencil

work and has quite a number of landmark sketches of temples and heritage buildings to

his credit.
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Ranit Maiti ............................................................. pg.19

Ranit Maiti is pursuing Masters in Urban Design at the Department of Architecture,

Jadavpur University, Kolkata. He likes to translate pictorial descriptions into architectural

expression. This exercise is the base of ‘Indraprastha’, and was part of his Bachelor’s

Degree Research.
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AN  ATTEMPT AT INTERPRETATION



Sabha Parva (Section 1), ����������
CHAPTER ONE

Maya Danava erects the Imperial Court

……….Maya then began to construct the great royal assembly house. It took him a full fourteen
months, but it was, indeed, magnificent. The columns were golden and radiated effulgence like the
sun itself. The walls were embedded with thousands of multi-colored jewels, and the effulgence of
the precious gems illuminated the entire palace. Within the palace Maya Danava placed water
ponds that were lined with highly polished stone and filled with lotuses whose leaves resembled
dark colored emeralds and whose stalks were made of precious jewels. There were also other
flowers with golden leaves. The water was crystal clear and filled with a variety of fishes and
tortoises of a golden hue. The pond was surrounded by a flight of crystal stairs, and it was difficult
to understand where water was and where was land. Flowers inside and outside the palace
bloomed in all seasons and were of the finest variety.

CHAPTER THREE

Lord Krishna journeys to Indraprastha City

……….The roads of Indraprastha were sprayed with fragrant water sprinkled from the trunks of
intoxicated elephants, and colorful flags, golden gateways and full water pots enhanced the city's
splendour. Men and young girls were beautifully arrayed in fine, new garments, adorned with flower
garlands and ornaments, and anointed with aromatic sandalwood paste. Every home displayed
glowing lamps and respectful offerings, and from the holes of the latticed windows drifted incense,
further beautifying the city. Colorful banners waved in the breeze, and the roofs were a series of
finely carved golden domes situated on broad silver bases. Thus Lord Krishna saw the royal city of
the Maharaja Yudishthira.

CHAPTER SEVEN

Duryodhana embarrassed at the Palace of King Yudishthira

……….By the craftsmanship of the demon Maya, the palace was so decorated in different places
that one who did not know the tricks would consider water to be land and land to be water.
Duryodhana was also illusioned by this craftsmanship; and when he was crossing water thinking it
to be land, he fell down. When Duryodhana, out of his foolishness, had thus fallen, Lord Krishna's
queens enjoyed the incident by laughing. King Yudhisthira could understand the feelings of
Duryodhana, and he tried to restrain the queens from laughing, but Lord Krishna indicated that King
Yudhisthira should not restrain them from enjoying the incident. Krishna desired that Duryodhana
might be fooled in that way and that all of them might enjoy his foolish behaviour. Seeing
Duryodhana fallen into the lake, Bhima laughed loudly. Arjuna, Nakula, and Sahadeva also laughed
at the foolishness of Duryodhana. When everyone laughed, Duryodhana felt very insulted, and his
hair stood up in anger. Being thus insulted, he started to leave the palace, bowing his head. He was
silent and did not protest. He again lifted up his clothes to pass over what he thought was water.
Again it was only land and everyone laughed. Becoming more and more indignant, the king
attempted to leave through a crystal door that he thought was open. When he bumped into the
crystal door, he backed off with his brain reeling. He then went to another door and thinking it was a
crystal door attempted to open it with his outstretched hands. The door was actually open and he
fell down in his attempt. And coming upon another door that was really open, Duryodhana thought it
was closed and went away from it.
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i. To quote the UNESCAP website, 'Good

Governance assures corruption is

minimized, views of minorities and voices

of the most vulnerable are heard in

decision making. It is responsive to

present and future needs of society.'  

ii. In a workshop with the Mayors/Municipal

Chairpersons of A.P., held in November,

2005, and in a Joint Conference of

Collectors and Municipal Commissioners

of A.P. earlier, in January, 2005, the

general opinion was in favour of a

telescopic tariff policy for domestic

connections, as follows:

Units Tariff

- Upto 6 KL per Rs 50.00 per 
month month

- For each KL after Rs.50/- + Rs.5/- per 
6 KL per month. each KL thereof after

6 KL.

iii. For instance, in water supply works, there

are contractor specialisations in reservoir

construction, filtration plant, pumping

mains, distribution network, etc.

Contracting out the works on a turnkey

basis, simultaneously, to these four types

of contractors will speed up the work and

reduce the extra cost of sub-contracting

under single agency EPC or turn key

contract.

iv. In this context, the following

recommendations on composition and

functions of Area Sabhas and Ward

Committees of a National Workshop, held

in Hyderabad on 26.02.2007, offers some

solutions:

1. Area Sabha:

- May be constituted in all ULBs whose

population is one lakh and above;

- Area Sabha Representative shall be a

member of the Ward Committee;

- Ward Sabha may meet atleast once in

three months;

- All electors in the ward shall be members

of the Ward Sabha;

2. Ward Committee:

- Ward Committee may be constituted for

each ward in all ULBs;

- Composition of the Ward Committee may

be adopted with a provision for the

following groups.

a) Residents Welfare Associations

b) Community Based Organisations

c) Educational Institutions

d) NGOs

e) Other Stakeholders

Following functions may be entrusted to the

Ward Committee:

a) Supervision over sanitation work,

distribution of water supply, working of the

street lights, minor repair of roads, poverty

alleviation programmes and maintenance

of parks;

b) Monitoring the functioning of schools,

maternity centres, dispensaries and health

centres under the control of the

Municipality;

c) Facilitation in the in the collection of taxes

and non-taxes;

d) Preparation of list of beneficiaries for

beneficiary oriented schemes, pensions

and subsidies;

e) Any other function as prescribed.

- 20% of the budget earmarked for

maintenance of services in the

Municipality may be allotted to all Ward

Committees.

- The duties proposed to be entrusted to

the Ward Committee may be integrated

with functions as mentioned hereunder:

(i) Preparation of Ward Development

Plan

(ii) Map the Ward Infrastructure Index

(iii) Preparation of Inventory of

Municipal Assets

(iv) Assistance in the implementation of

all Government Schemes
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A

Sub-Mission 1: Urban infrastructure and governance

Water supply

Sewerage and sanitation

Solid waste management

Drainage

Traffic, transportation and street lighting

Park development

Other development projects

Tourism

Heritage and conservation

Urban governance

Land cost

Sub Total of I

Sub-Mission 2: Basic services for the urban poor

Slum area improvement

Total Investment Needs

Investment Needs (@ 2005 prices) 
Rs (in lakhs)

8,551.88

6,433.00

621.93

47,500.00

72,762.17

3,273.97

17,702.16

6,835.72

2,000.00

12,000.00

6,700.00

184,380.84

2,583.15

186,963.99

Estimated investment requirements under the two Sub-Missions of JNNURM
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Heritage Album THE BENGAL BANYAN IN HAWAII

D����� (�����




Species: Ficus Bengalensis


������	���	��

Planted on: April 24, 1873 
Planted by: William Owen Smith, the Sheriff of old

Lahaina town

����	������������

- the commemoration of the 50th anniversary of
protestant missionaries arriving in Lahaina 

- the royal ball of 1886 under the tree to celebrate

King Kamehameha III's birthday. 

����������������	�

Height: 60 Feet
Circumference: A quarter mile

Covered Area: 2/3rd of an acre


����	���������
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In the 19th century, the Japanese gardeners nurtured
this eight feet tall tree from India by hanging large pickle
jars filled with water, beneath the aerial roots sprouting
from the banyan trees. These aerial roots grew
downwards and rooted themselves in the earth bed.
They subsequently thickened and eventually resulted in





a series of supporting columns
(trunks) for the branches of this

widespread banyan tree.

�
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The tree is suffering from scars
on the trunks, broken barks,
excessive foot traffic, tree
climbing and ground
compaction. It also suffered
from drying leaves during
drought conditions and
excessive pruning, a few years
back. Maui County's arborist
committee has recently taken
actions for the long term
conservation of the tree.
Prohibitions regarding the tree's
growth, limited use of area
under the tree and a regular
watering programme to counter
drought conditions are now
implemented.

���������
�������	��

Kubota, Gary T. (October 2001).
"Lahaina's famed banyan tree
gets a rest" ���5�,!������.
Honolulu. 
"The Great Maui
Banyan"http://www.arboresque.
com/Tree_stories_banyan.htm 



��	�������

According to a legend; Sultan Alauddin Hussain,
the Shah of Gaur (1495 -1525) lost his pet hawk or
,��6
 and Basanta Roy the son of a poor farmer
caught the bird and gave it to him. In gratitude, the
Shah of Gaur, gave him Maluty and named him the
king after the event, i.e. Baj Basanta Raja. 

Heritage Album

MALUTY TEMPLES

�������	����

Maluty is a small temple village in Pakur
district in the northeastern corner of
Jharkhand on the border with West
Bengal. About 108 terracotta temples of
the seventeenth century, a national
heritage, are presently being destroyed
by illegal stone mining, which is rampant
throughout the Dumka hill range in which
it falls. The village is about twenty
kilometers to the east of Dumka town,
sixteen kilometers north of Rampurhat in
West Bengal. Thousands of illegal stone
crushing units have ravaged the Dumka
hill range and destroyed the forests in the
full gaze of the government agencies that
are perhaps unable to stop it. The
terracotta temples of Bengal are a unique
Heritage that deserve immediate
attention and protection. The site had
been surveyed by Satish Kumar Tyagi,
Deputy Director of Archaeology in
Jharkhand and declared as a national
heritage under threat.

Maluty is locally known as the temple
village. It has a rich historical association.
It was referred to as /!������	�� in
ancient times. Mention of the place is
made as far back as 75 - 185 B.C. It is
mentioned that the great horse sacrifice
or Aswamedha was once upon a time
carried out at this location by Raja
Pushyamitra Sunga. Later on Bajrayani
Buddhists propagated ����� rituals at
the location. The matriarchal deity
Mauluiksha-ma is worshipped, giving
Maluty its name. It is also said that Adi
Shankaracharya went there and started
the Vedic upheaval against the
Buddhists. In the present time, the
2����	3�#��of Varanasi’s Sumeru Math

visit regularly on an annual pilgrimage.
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The story of the terracotta temples traces back to the
time of the shifting from Damra in Birbhum of Raja Baj
Basanta Roy’s family. Raja Baj Basanta’s great
grandsons Ramachandra and Mahadev Chandra
shifted to Maluty in 1680. Before that they had begun
construction of terracotta temples at the site. Maluty is
the capital of the Baj Basanti Raj, which had a tradition
of building temples instead of palaces. Inscriptions in
the temples of Maluty depict that each temple was
dedicated to a woman and is revered as a ����� 
centre. The temples it is said were built by expert
terracotta artists and craftsmen from Bishunpur in
Bengal. Their construction is dated back to the 17th

century. Their style may be compared to the scores of
temples of somewhat similar design in the temple

village of Ichak in the Hazaribagh district.

��������������

Currently, Maluty has neither electricity nor public
transport. The place is thick with the dust of the stone
quarries. The village population has dwindled from

three thousand to a little over one thousand. The
Jharkhand archaeology department is silent. While
over one and a half crore rupees are being spent by
the Jharkhand government in building a new inspection
bungalow in Maluty, nothing is being done to protect
the temples. Gopaldas Mukherjee, an ex-Air Force
service man has campaigned to safeguard the
threatened temples but his efforts have yielded no
results. In order to increase awareness of the issue, he
has written two books; 2���,�!#�����!�� and ,�6�
,������+�64�He was inspired by the stories his
grandmother Narbala Devi used to tell him about the
place, when he was growing up.

Maluty has yielded palaeolithic stone tools in the bed of

the nearby Shiruli stream, which runs close to the

village. It is another example of continuing at

archaeological levels and cultural traditions so typical of

the Jharkhand region. It is up to the State Archaeology

Department of Jharkhand and the Archaeological

Survey of India (ASI) to try and save the terracotta

temples of Maluty from certain destruction.

Chala Temple

Maluty Temples
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The problem with Maluty, as with hundreds of other
archaeological sites of great importance is that they come
under the State control and are hence subject to the State
government and these departments do not have either the
funding or expertise, or full control over the sites to deal
with their problems. In the specific case of Maluty temples
a public interest case was filed by concerned individuals
in Ranchi High Court against the government of
Jharkhand, on negligence to protect the ancient
monuments of Maluty. In response to that case, the
Archaeological Survey of India staff reached Maluty from
Ranchi to take up conservation work. Originally there
were 108 terracotta temples in good condition of which 72
had been protected by the previous government of Bihar
vide its Gazette No.1182 dated 1.12.1983. The
Department of Archaeology Bihar stopped conservation
work as far back as 1992, and since then the temples had
been lying uncared for.  In the case of Maluty, rampant
destruction has occurred and has been adversely affected
by stone mining activities in the immediate region. It has
also resulted in the loss of dozens of precious temples

Rekha Temple

N
a
rrow

Doorway

Mahishasuramardini (Durga)

Ravana on chariot and 
Rama on the back of Hanuman



and surroundings through avoidable negligence. In
general, in Jharkhand large funds for conservation
work at archaeological sites end up with local
administrations or tourism departments. The local
contractors destroy valuable archaeological sites with
haphazard work such as has been seen at Isco rock
art and Itkhouri Buddhist site in Hazaribagh. It is a case
of failure by the relevant authorities, to manage the

competent protection of archaeological sites. 

The importance of an archaeological site of such great
eminence needs to be seen in its overall context. In the
case of Maluty, the *����� %��� is a small stream
flowing by the temple site which has yielded middle

and upper Palaeolithic stone tools including blades and
microliths which can be traced to an up-stream source
at Sadarghat. The stream forms the boundary between
Jharkhand and West Bengal and such places are
notoriously uncontrollable by administrative resources
since the responsibility vests on either side of the
boundary line. Such a site requires proper investigation
and development apart from the conservation of the
temples. The greatest threat to Maluty apart from
neglect is the operation of stone quarrying, which is in
the immediate precincts and not conducive either to
archaeology or tourism. The stone mines require to be
closed down.

Collage of Stone Carvings
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Dronah is an interdisciplinary organisation 

consisting of highly motivated professionals from 

various fields who share a vision for a better quality of 

life – one that is sustainable, environmentally 

sensitive and draws on the contemporary without 

foregoing the strengths of the traditional. It is our aim 

to actively promote sustainable development 

through conservation, utilisation of traditional 

practices and modern technologies, knowledge 

sharing and mutual interaction. The organisation is 

focussed on conservation and development of the 

built heritage, environment; and art and crafts with 

the involvement of local community, in addition to 

being engaged in documentation and educational 

activities.
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